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DETAILED ACTION 
This Election/Restrictions is repeated from the previous office action 

• Applicant's election without traverse of (claims l,2,6(Group I)) in Paper No. date 8-30-07 is 
acknowledged. 

Claim(s) 3-5 is (are) withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as 
being drawn to a non-elected Groups II and III, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. 

• The requirement is deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL 

Drawings 

• The drawings are objected to because the cross-hatching is improper. See M PEP 608.02. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
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Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC § 103 

• The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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manner in which the invention was mack. 

** The following claim(s) is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Stowers et al. (5936421 ; herein referred to as ss ). 

In reference to Claim(s) 1 and 6, ss shows a female housing 414 ( figure 33 ) having a 
contact 408 ( figure 33 ) , a male housing (320, 370), distal end ( near the lead line of numeral 
330, fig 20 ), a contact 358' ( figures 33 ) , a shroud (300 or 370) and a lip ( near the lead line of 
numeral 370 fig 33 ) , the shroud movable between the two claimed positions, when in the 
retracted) position the electrical contact of the male housing is exposed ( figures 33 ) to meet the 
functional requirement of to permit conductive contact. 



In reference to Claim(s) 2, ss shows applicant's claimed structure. 



** The following claim(s) is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Okada (5490790; herein referred to as oo ) in 
view of ss. 

In reference to Claim(s) 1 and 6, oo shows ( figure 2 ) a female housing 110 with a 
female contact 4, a male housing 120 having a distal end ( near the lead line of numeral 14 ( 
figure 2 ) ) and a male contact 14, a shroud 20. Also note that male structure 1 1 ( figure 6 ) 
goes into the mating groove on female housing 1 10 ( figure 1 and figure 4 ). 

However, oo does not show the lip. 
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It is known in the art to use lips to restrain a shroud. Ss is an example within the art that 
a lip ( near the lead line of numeral 370 ( figure 33 ). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made and having access to the references to be able modify the reference(s) to utilize the lip 
teachings of ss. 

The rationale for such a rejection is that one skilled in the art could have combined the 
known elements and the combination would have yielded predictable results to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

In reference to Claim(s) 2, oo shows the shroud 20 ( figure 2 ) functions as claimed. 



Response to Arguments 

— Applicant's arguments filed in response to the previous office action have been considered, 
but they are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

• This application contains claims drawn to an invention nonelected with traverse in Papers 
dated 8-30-07. A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of 
nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 

• Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 3 7 CFR 1.136(a). 



Application/Control Number: Page 5 

10/566,695 

Art Unit: 2833 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

• Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to James R. Harvey whose telephone number is 571-272-2007. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 extension 33. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2800. 
jrh 

/James Harvey/ 
James Harvey 
Primary Examiner 



